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Project Results
Four Pillars of Action 

• Defining the current food system

• Outlining the future that 
residents desire

• Each pillar included community-
defined leverage points to help 
launch action



Pillar 1: 
“Emergency 
Response” Loop



Pillar 2:
Economic 
Investment



Pillar 3: 
Community 
Collaborative 
Action



Pillar 4: 
Resident Food 
Empowerment



Lessons:
Balance supporting emergency food 
systems with innovation that breaks 
people out of poverty

From our Partners: 

“I have found that research that is done with communities, rather than “on” 
communities, is the most helpful in my work.” 

“Research gives us leverage and context when making a case to support certain 
projects [with local grant funding].” 

“No single organization—much less a single individual—can play the superhero role to 
bring about a happy ending. The scale of the issue is such that communities must find 
ways to effectively work together in order to address the challenge.”



Click Here

https://www.canr.msu.edu/flintfood/ 

https://www.canr.msu.edu/flintfood/
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